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1958 ——NGVLHAMPSHIRE LAW LiBRaRy 
cian di OCT 01 1998 
ir, Ruorell B. Tobey, Director ; : CONCORD, N.H. 


Reereation Division za ! 
Forestry and Reereation Cormission | 
Stato Mouse Annox 
Concord, Now Hampshire | 
j 


Doar Mr. Tobey: | 


. This 4s in reply to your lotter of Novenber 
13, 1953, 4n which you indicato that you aro considering the possibility 
of onterins into an agreement with the Federal Goverment whorcby your 
ecorney would crorate a sub-post office at tho Trenway locetod in tho 
Froncenia Noteh State Park. You have enolosed a form acrocment of the 
Yost Oflica Dopartaont which you will have to exceute in order to obtain 

‘tho right to opsrate a sub-post office, This agroonont binds you to 
provide adequate quarters and cquipment for the transaction of postal 
businese and by it you furthor acree to conduct the station under the 
suporvision of the Postmastor and to provide such services as he may . 
roquire, including the sale of staups, monay orders, and the acceptance, 
dolivery and dispatch of ordinary registored, insured, certificd and 
C.0.D. mail, You raqgiest our opinion as to whether the Recroation 
Division can enter into this agreomont and what authority you may neod 
in ordor to do so, : a. 


RSA 218:5, III provides in part that the. 
Director of Roorsation "upon terms approved by the commission, may enter 
into cooperation with donartments of the federal governnent and othor 
public and private aconcies for the development or promotion of recroae 
tional facilitios or sorvices for public uses within the state," Woe are 
doubtful that this authority is broad enough to allow you evon with the 
approval of tho Comission to enter into an agrecmont with the Post Office 
Department for the oporation of a post offico since tho authority con- 
ferred by the clause quoted above scons to relate pretty dircotly to the 
developnont or promotion of facilities or services of a rocreational = 
nature, It does not appear to be broad enough to 4nolude agreonents for 
eu of services which are only incidental to a recreational 
ao ty. ay | . 
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However, on tho whole wo are of the 
opinion that since the Commission has rather broad authority to 
develop reereational sites, fucilitios and sorvices on state parks 
end reservations it implicdly has the nowor to provide sorvicos or 
facilities witich, although they aro not of a etrictly recroational 
nature in themselves, nevertheless are in tho nx-turo of an ancillary 
service to the main purpose and serve as a convonienco to a recreation 
facility or service generally, We beliove that the proposed post 
office at the Tramay falls within this category and that the Come 
miscicn, subject to the apsroval of the Governor and Council, may 


authorize you to entor dnto the necessary acrocnonts with the Post 


Oflicn Doparticont. I an sure that you aro fully aware of tha dutias. 
and burdens which will be inpoged upon your agoncy if this arreonent | 
is actually consumated, However, in the first inotance, itisna — 
question of judgment for the Conmaission and in the finai analysis — 
for the Governor and Council to decide whether the conveniences and 
benefits to be derived for the Tramway area by tho provision of postal 
facilitics outwoigh tho disadvantages which will accrue fron the oxtra 
bookkeeping and red tape generally involved, | 


| , Sincerely yours, ; 
John J, ee 
Assistant Attorney General 
JIZ/1t - : 
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